
Keynote: Malisa Pearson 
Malisa Pearson is the Statewide Parent 
Support Partner Project Coordinator  
at the Association for Children’s Mental 
Health in Michigan. As a parent of  
a child who has special needs, Malisa 
knows first-hand the importance  

of partnering with families to bring about positive outcomes  
for children. She is also a member of the Georgetown Family  
& Youth Council, the Parent Partner Assessment Workgroup  
with the National Federation of Families and the National  
Family Evaluation Committee.

Wecome remarks: Honorable Esteban Sanchez, 
7th Judicial Circuit

Target Audiences:
•	 Parents, ministers, others seeking to learn about resources

•	 Helping professionals in the courts, police, schools and agencies

•	 Community leaders who want to help

Topics:
•	 See successful models for supporting families

•	 Gain new and helpful connections 

•	 Gain increased power to care

•	 Action steps

Malisa Pearson 

Family Engagement  
for Restoring Youth: 
A National Family Week Community Forum

Sponsored by Lutheran Child and Family Services of Illinois

Funded by the Alliance for Children and Families

Planning Committee: DeBorah Al-Waraqi–LCFS; Jill Byal–DCFS 
Central Region; Elizabeth Collier–Youth Service Bureau; Peggy 
Cormeny–District 186 FACES; Jennifer Grady–Sangamon County 
State’s Attorney,  Kathy Henke–LCFS; Chuck Hoots–District 
186; Beverly Jones–LCFS; Kathy Martin–Springfield Police 
Department; Candace Mueller–Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Pete Norrell–Rutledge Youth Foundation; Mary Reynolds–Illinois 
Juvenile Justice Initiative; Leshonda Rogers–Primed for Life Inc.; 
Dave Roth–LCFS; Ed Schoenbaum–American Bar Association 
Coalition for Justice; Lori Schwartz–Mental Health Center 
Children’s Center; Terry Solomon–Illinois African-American 
Family Commission; Barb Wood–Springfield Police Department; 
Jean Zang–Sangamon County Court Services.

National Family Week Premise: Children and youth do better 
when their families are strong and families do better when they 
live in communities that help them succeed

to support the positive development of youth who have 
involvement in the justice system

Date
Saturday, February 27, 2010

Time
10 AM – 2 PM, lunch provided

Location
Trinity Lutheran School 
515 South MacArthur, Springfield, IL

RSVP to Dawn Register 217-523-4725 ext 0  
or dawn_register@lcfs.org by February 21


